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THE "THUNEN-ARCHIV." 

We have received the first number of the Thiinen-Archiv . 
Organ fur exakte Wirtschaftsforschung, edited by Professor 
Ehrenberg, of the University of Rostock. In an interesting 
introductory article the editor, well known for his excellent 
work in economic history, outlines the aims of the new pub- 
lication, and justifies his new departure by an attack on 
the methods of economic investigation hitherto mainly fol- 
lowed. Both of the chief schools, the "deductive" English 
and the "historical" German, are, he declares, practically 
bankrupt, so far as the further advancement of the science 
is concerned. Each has in turn attempted to build on an 
inadequate foundation of scientific observation. The one 
has been scrupulous in its logical procedure, but negligent 
in testing the truth of the few simple but inaccurate postu- 
lates upon which its deductions rest. The other has de- 
voted itself to the accumulation of facts, sifting the dust- 
heaps of the past, but has been too careless of exact think- 
ing. It has not even succeeded in finding any clear indi- 
cation of the trend of economic development. Neither 
school, therefore, can furnish a sure key to the complex 
problems of to-day. Both have been largely influenced by 
external political conditions, the earlier school supplying 
a theoretical basis for the English free-trade movement, 
whi.e the historical movement began as a reaction against 
doctrinaire free-trade theories. In both cases the laxity of 
method opens so wide a field for the subjective tendencies 
of the investigator that results of a scientific and incon- 
testable character cannot be attained. As a consequence, 
the present condition of economics in Germany is deplorably 
chaotic. The "general confusion of fundamental concepts" 
can only be remedied by the union of objective and minute 
observation with exact thinking, by a return to the statisti- 
cal method in the wider descriptive sense of the German 
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eameralists. Economics cannot follow the natural sciences 
in the use of experiment, but it may find the comparative 
method almost equally serviceable. It possesses its own 
instrument of accurate measurement and a vast accumu- 
lation of such measurements, hitherto imperfectly studied, 
in the account-books of modern business enterprise. Thu- 
nen, with his detailed estate book-keeping and his scientific 
use of the data so obtained for the solution of agrarian 
problems, was the first to apply the true method of inves- 
tigation, — the exact, comparative, statistical method which 
Ehrenberg now proposes to reinstate in its rightful primacy. 
The Thunen- Archiv has accordingly set itself the task of 
collecting and analyzing the materials furnished by a close 
study of the accounts and inner mechanism of the contem- 
porary "Unternehmung." It will furthermore publish ex- 
tracts and elaborations of the Thunen manuscripts, which 
have recently been placed in the custody of the Rostock 
economic seminar. 

Though the needlessly aggressive tone of this ambitious 
programme might easily invite criticism, it is doubtless at- 
tributable in part to the natural ebullition attending the 
advocacy of a new tool of research, in part to a comprehen- 
sible dissatisfaction with the present equipment and re- 
sults of economic studies. But the new "Richtung" will 
be judged like its forerunners, not by its negative criticism, 
temporarily stimulating as that may be, but by its positive 
contribution to a science in the upbuilding of which all the 
various methods and "schools," each in its own way, will 
have co-operated. In the mean time, this earnest effort to 
attack certain central problems from a side hitherto difficult 
of approach will be followed with friendly attention. The 
Thunen- Archiv is to be congratulated if it succeeds in arous- 
ing the interest of practical business men so far as to obtain 
free access to the books and papers of firms and corporations 
on the scale necessary for the wide comparative investiga- 
tion here proposed. The articles composing this first num- 
ber, — on the development of the great firm of Siemens and 
Halske, on company dividend statistics, the accounts of a 
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Mecklenburg estate, Thunen's early economic studies, — ap- 
parently all by Ehrenberg, — are suggestive and valuable, 
and are bound together by unity both of method and of 
motive, the descriptive statistical method and the persua- 
sion of the pivotal importance of the entrepreneur's function 
in modern industrial society. e. f. g. 



